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THE DEARBORN DGIOSPENDENT

merica’s Dreadful Waste of Infant Life

A Study of United States -
Community and Economic Condition
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authorities hold that Nature strains every possible point
to gwve every baby a tair chance to live. Some go 50
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far as to assert that even the condition of the mother
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nas intie to do with
Nature
the mntant. Hence

maintain that babies
surished as well as
poorly nourished mothers or leisure-laden as well as
burden-laden mothers, are equally strong and vigorous
at birth. But others assert that Nature cannot or
does not go that far, and that, while Nature does her
best, the condition and the environment of the mother
have much to do with the infant's s'art in life.

Whatever the causes and the ultimate meaning of
the high mortality among infants, it has been clearly
demonstrated that, in this country and most other
countries, 1t is much higher than 1t would be in a rea-
sonably perfect order of society. In fact, students of
the subject say that infant mortality in the United
States 15 more than twice as great as it shouid be.
That is to say, about 150,000 more babies die within the
first year than should be the case.

Despite our habit of boasting of the superiority of
our country over all others, statistics show that sev-
eral other countries have lower infant mortality rates,
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which the authorities agree are the best available
barometers of the true happiness, well-being and fu-
ture outlook of a country and a people,

In New Zealand only fifty of every 1,000 children
born die before they are a year old. In the birth
and death registration area of this country the
mfant mortality rate is about double that of New
Zealand. For the entire country it is probably higher.
In 1910 it was estimated at 124, but undoubt-
edly there has been substantial reduction. Sweden,
Norway, Ireland and Australia all have lower infant
mortality rates than the United States, whose rate is
much lower, however, than those of many other coun-
tries. Chile, if we omit heightened European rates
caused by the war, leads with a rate of about 300
Russia has a rate of more than 200. In some parts
of China and India the infant mortality rate is more
than 500. Only one of every two children born ever
see a birthday anmmersary

One cannot escape the impression that the infant
mortality rates of different countries run somewhat
parallel with the various countries’ reputations for
progress and the economic well-being, intelligence and
character of their inhabitants. And if you examine
the rates for various localities in the United States you
will be impressed with a like comparison.

The infant mortality rate does not run evenly for
all parts of the United States. In one notable city it
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Arthur Newsholme, perhaps the greatest authority on

C’*-.---..; made by the United States Children's

.;;.":;':_ under the direction of Miss Julia Lathrop, its
director, show that mfant mortaiity 15 even a more
:'-:;.r‘-:‘é.‘:"‘.:: “ndex™ than indicated by the famous
Eritish expert

Those surveys consisted of sending expert investi-
gators into different citie where first-han inq‘::iry
was made with regard to the history of every child

t city within twelve months,

House to
ses of homes were made and mothers were
examined not as to births and deaths of offspring but

as to every environmental condition.
The statistics show, when analyzed, many surpris-

ng conditions. Am ng other facts they prove that
ni ' most parallel with the in-

1T i
i i

r timore families, where the
han $330 a year—the figures are
S—the infant mortality rate was 288.6. For those
where the fathers earned between $330 and $849 it was
1783, decreasing with increase of income until the rate
fell below 50 for infants born to mothers whose hus-
bands earned $2,000 or more a year. Baltimore is the
largest city that has been surveyed, but like parallel—
though the percentages vary—between the rate of in-
fant deaths and family income was found in all. In-
vestigations made in Germany and Great Britain show a
similar parallel, the figures often being more extreme
than those for America
There was like parallel between the infant mortality
rate and all those things which income usually reflects.
In Johnstown, Pennsylvania, the rate for houses into
which water was piped was 117.6; in houses that de-
pended for water on wells and pumps it was 197.9.
In streets where there were sewers the rate was higher
than where there were none. In one city it was found
that for babies born in homes that contained bath-tubs
the mortality rate was only 726; for those born in
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INFANT MORTALITY THERMOMETER

Deaths under one year of age per 1,000 birthe.
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Wilhb::.&u year after birth, the United States loses | in 10 of

all
t ranks cleventh among the prisei i
New Zealund loses fewer InH:- than soy :'d‘.untmu " -

hmhh—mmm.-m
Children’s Burens, U. 3. Department of Luber,

i

Mortality Rates Reveals That
s Are Chief Factors
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A .‘hi\ olich i is higher still; among those who
cant speak LEngiisa it 18 ML . e Tons And
n't read and write a further increase is found. And
{-:;"t are like differences between death rates lor
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The Children’s Bureau surveys also show, inci-
dentally, that the age of the mother and size of the
family have much to do with the infant’s chance of
survival. The lowest rates are for mothers between 20
and 30 years old, and for the second child. Below
twenty and after thirty years of age, the mother has
greater risk of losing her baby in infancy, and after
the second child the chances of the baby dying withia
one year after birth increase in proportion to the
number of other children that precede it.

Housing, or rather crowding, is so clearly reflected
in infant mortality that one expert ventures to say that
he can approximate living conditions in a city with its
infant mortality alone as data to work from. The rate
rises and falls with the number of people per room
living in dwellings where the little ones are L.-m. and
also 1n slight measure as the infant sleeps—in the same
room with its parents or in an adjoining room.

Nobody can tell definitely how far government re-
flects itself in the infant mortality rates. Some say
they are perhaps the best of indexes to the character of
municipal government. For the water and milk sup-
plies, municipal sanitation, in addition to housing laws,
have immense effect on the health of babies.

“A high infant mortality rate today is a greater
disgrace than a high typhoid rate.” says Dr. William
H. Davis, chief of the vital statistics division of the
United States Census Bureau, “for a high typhoid

rate may be due to one milkman's carelessness, or to

the laxness of a few city officials in not properly safe-

uarding the water supply or the milk supply. But a

igh infant mortality rate reflects upon the clergy, the
phys:qans and nurses, the school-teachers and editors
« « o . it reflects upon the intelligence of the people.”

_ Yet Dr. Davis belongs to the group of experts that
discount the direct effect of even poverty—the least
dls[‘ru_tcd of all “causes"—on infant m rtality.

‘Extreme poverty may be an important factor in
some cases but in this country the problem is largely
one of education,” he says. He points out that the
rate of infant mortality follows that for intestinal
troubles,

. ;?ll experts admit the high importance of mothers
feeding their babies. Much artificial feeding, of course,

is due to mdifference, social interests and such; but an
immense amount of it is due to the economic pressure
which finds worst expression in the forcing of many

mothers to be wage ¢ ) i |
thc'im'ancy of thf th?l?en wetors the biedk ar Wy
‘rom whatever point you view th J ou
must arrive at the co.wlusio)n that a hi::lhein’i“n:jtmm. 4 I-
ity rate reflects conditions that are disgraceful to com-
munities; for it has been proven by experience tha
by community action high rates can be brought down,
and largely by it alone. And it isn't very e ive 10
the community, taking just a little concerted scientific
effort to see that every baby born within the com-
(Cencluded on page 12)




